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emphazises the absolute religious liberty and toleration throughout the British 
dominion in contrast with the persecutions and oppression practiced by "la France 
Juive" called Republic. Some concessions, made by the English Government, to 
the spread and use of the French language are highly eulogized. His picture of 
the character and mode of life of the French Canadians is not free from strictures 
upon the latter, and he makes the very just remark that the French Canadians are 
widely distinct from their relatives in Europe, their ideal being "not the France 
of Zola, Waldec-Rousseau, Combes and Clemenceau," but the France of the two 
centuries preceding the Revolution. 

In matters of history Dr. Loir is not always fortunate. The source whence he 
derives the information that George Washington led three campaigns into Canada 
against the British would, if found, be a remarkable addition to historical biblio- 
graphy. Happily, such missteps are not frequent in the book. His ehapter on the 
Indians is well intended and conveys the rather entertaining piece of information 
that the Algonquins are of Malayan-Polynesian origin, hence relatives of the 
Sandwich-Islanders and of the Tahitians ! Dr. Loir furthermore assimilates the 
Iroquois with the Finns and Turks. Fray Gregorio Garcia, the learned Domini- 
can, in his most remarkable and critical work from 1607, mentioned such and 
similar ethnographic exploits without, however, committing himself to any opinion. 

In his review of the inhabitants of the British Dominion Dr. Loir could not 
well ignore the Mormons. He takes to them very kindly, extols their thriftiness, 
religious tolerance, union and harmony among themselves. His sketch of the 
History of Mormonism is plain and must be reliable, since it is derived exclusively 
from Mormon sources. It is evident, however, that he has not thoroughly read 
the so-called Mormon Bible. 

Dr. Loir also discusses the question of Asiatic immigration, and his opinion is 
that the influx and permanent settlement of Japanese, both in Canada and the 
United States, harbours a danger for both countries. He givei several abstracts 
from the Japanese press that may have escaped attention here. At the risk of 
repeating things already known, we translate here parts of an article from the 
Shimbun, a paper appearing at Yokohama: 

Are the United States in a condition to face a war [with Japan, of course] ? Their army is pitiable, 
and as for their navy, although numerically superior to ours, it suffers from the disadvantage of being, 
through the configuration of their country, in a measure cut in twain. Besides, the American crews 
are of the most mediocre quality, being composed of heterogeneous elements without any cohesion. 
Apart from a few Americans, there are in these crews many negroes, Germans, English, and what is 
particularly favourable to us, Japanese, some of whom are retired or former officers of the Imperial 
Marine. Some of us have filtered into the crews of the ironclads themselves; others have not refrained 
from accepting humble positions on board of the warships, engaging themselves as cooks or boys; one 
of these is at the Brooklyn Navy Yard and he is a former officer of the Imperial Navy. , . . 

A. F. B. 



Brief Mention. 

Le Terre Polari. A. Faustini. 195 pp., 176 Illustrations, Maps, Bibliography 
and Index. Instituto Italiano d'Arti Grafiche, Bergamo, 1908. Part 1 tells con- 
cisely the story of polar exploration and Part 2 gives some description of the 
Arctic and Antarctic regions in a cursory and popular way. Ten pages, for ex- 
ample, are given to Greenland and as pictures occupy more than half the space 
there is little room for details. Not a few of the illustrations will be novel to 
most readers because they are rare. 

The Grenada Handbook, Directory and Almanac for 1909. Compiled by the 
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Colonial Secretary. 256 pp., and Index. Wyman & Sons, Ltd., London, 1909. 
Grenada, in the Lesser Antilles, has an area of only about 120 square miles, but 
its population in 1901, was 63,438 and is increasing, chiefly through the excess of 
births over deaths, at the rate of about r,ooo a year. The book contains a de- 
scriptive and historical sketch of the island and many details as to its flora, fauna, 
climate, products and industries, with special attention to the chief towns, roads 
and commerce. Attention is called to its scenic beauty and salubrity and the 
attractions it offers to tourists. 

Norwegian Self-Taught. By C. M. Thimm. Fourth Edition, revised and 
enlarged by P. Th. Hanssen. 128 pp. E. Marlborough & Co., London, 1909. 
2s. 6d. Intended chiefly for those who need to use the spoken tongue but do not 
wish to give much time to the grammar. 
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